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An important underlying is-
sue may be the public's reaction:
to the JSP's reliance on mass
tactics of viclence last spring,
although the influence of this
will be difficult to determine
unless there is a major in-

© crease in the conservative
vote, The ability of the ‘moder-
ate Democratic Socialist party
to maintain its present Diet
strength may determine whethexr

it can continue as a separate.
political party. ‘The Communists,

‘with only one seat in the last
‘Diet, are cohcentrating their

efforts in campaigning for

five seats representing dis-
tricts where they have run well
in the past, but Japanese com-
mentators consider it unlikely
that the Communists will.win
more -than one or two additional
seats,

| SOUTH 'V IETNAK

South Vietnamese President
‘Diem continues to face sérious
: poli;ical‘problems following
: suppression of the 10-11 Novem~
{ - ber coup attempt by paratroop
H elements. He may feel an in-
creased need to reorganize and
liberalize his government, pos~
sibily with some urging from
loyal military officers who
These of=-
i ficers undoubtedly share the
; concern of the coup leaders
over the spread of Communist.
guerrilla warfare and the ad-
verse effect of Diem’'s harsh
political, social, and economic
measures on popular resistance
to the Comrunists. ’

An official spokesman has
announced that government changes
will be made. - There remains,
however, considerable uncertainty
over Diem's willingness to carry
out sweeping reforms or to relax
his authoritarian rule, which
now operates through a clique
of family and political favorites
in the pervasive Can lao organi-
zation. ’

Diem is reported under
pressure from the latter group -
to punish the coup instigators '
severely and to crush all known
and potential political opponents.
The formation of a "People's

4

-rilla operations.

Committee Against Rebels and
Communists" . to ferret out
traitorous elements, together
with reports of civilian ar-
rests and the temporary suspen-
sion of newspapers which printed
rebel communiqués, may foreshadow
a campaign of .repression which
could lead to further unrest in
Saigon.  No retribution is planned
against the paratroop ranks,
which are considered by Diem

to have been '"duped'; the re-
sSponsible paratroop. - lead-
ers have . sought .asylem. in

.Cambodia; and this may bring

about a flare-up in South Viet-

- nam's already strained relations

with-its meutralist neighbor.

Most of the loyal units
sent to Saigon from the First,

“Fourth, and. Fifth Military Re-

gions have returned to antiguer-
There has
keen no significanti Vietnamese
Communist exploitation of the .
¢oup incident, e€ither in Saigon
or in-areas of guerrilla :con-
centration from' which troops
were. diverted. Although the
Communist regime in North Viet-
nam has been urging stepped-up
guerrilla terrorism in the South,
the attempted revolt apparently
took the -Communists by surprise.
The revolt, however, will en- °
courage Hanoi in its assessment
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